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and who never presumed to argue, except against
the propriety of arguing at all." There was a good
deal of foolish sneering at reason ; there was a good
deal of silly bravado about not caring whether the
avowed grounds of opinions taken up were strong or
feeble. It was not merely the assent of a learner to
his teacher, of a mind without means of instruction to
the belief which it has inherited, or of one new to the
ways and conditions of life to the unproved assertions
and opinions of one to whom experience had given
an open and sure eye. It was a positive carelessness,
almost accounted meritorious, to inquire and think,
when their leaders called them to do so. " The
Gospel of Christ is not a matter of mere argument."
It is not, indeed, when it comes in its full reality, in
half a hundred different ways, known and unsearch-
able, felt and unfelt, moral and intellectual, on the
awakened and quickened soul. But the wildest
fanatic can take the same words into his mouth.
Their true meaning was variously and abundantly
illustrated, especially in Mr. Newman's sermons.
Still, the adequate, the emphatic warning against
their early abuse was hardly pressed on the public
opinion and sentiment of the party of the movement
with the force which really was requisite. To the end
there were men who took up their belief avowedly
on insufficient and precarious grounds, glorying in the
venturesomeness of their faith and courage, and justi-
fying their temper of mind and their intellectual
attitude by alleging misinterpreted language of their